
1/23/24, 9:59 AM Best Practices in Reprocessing Surface Ultrasound Transducers in Ambulatory Care Settings | The Joint Commission

https://web.archive.org/web/20211030000809/https:/www.jointcommission.org/resources/news-and-multimedia/blogs/ambulatory-buzz/2021/10/best-p… 1/8

The Wayback Machine - https://web.archive.org/web/20211030000809/https://www.jointcommission.o…

Coronavirus Resources

Ambulatory Buzz

Information on all things ambulatory from The Joint Commission

Best Practices in Reprocessing
Surface Ultrasound Transducers
in Ambulatory Care Settings
10/26/2021

Prev Post

https://web.archive.org/web/20211030000809//covid-19/?utm_source=TJCWebsite&utm_medium=GoldStrip&utm_campaign=TJCCovid-19
https://web.archive.org/web/20211030000809//
https://web.archive.org/web/20211030000809//resources/news-and-multimedia/blogs/ambulatory-buzz/2021/10/accelerate-pi-business-intelligence-tool-outlines-individualized-areas-of-improvement/


https://web.archive.org/web/20211030000809//-/media/tjc/documents/resources/patient-safety-topics/infection-prevention-and-hai/ic-hierarchical-approach-to-scoring-standards-april-2019-perspectives.pdf






1/23/24, 9:59 AM Best Practices in Reprocessing Surface Ultrasound Transducers in Ambulatory Care Settings | The Joint Commission

https://web.archive.org/web/20211030000809/https:/www.jointcommission.org/resources/news-and-multimedia/blogs/ambulatory-buzz/2021/10/best-p… 5/8

That said, The Joint Commission recognizes there are times that

the device manufacturer’s instructions may not conform to rules

about intended use (Spaulding Classification System) or may not

provide enough information for the end user to determine the

correct method for reprocessing. We ask that our accredited

organizations contact the manufacturer in these instances and

refrain from using the device until the situation is rectified.

It's not uncommon for manufacturer’s representatives to offer

alternative instructions if contacted. If this happens, please obtain

those instructions in writing and present them at the time of

survey.

Joint Commission Requirements

Even though The Joint Commission is understanding of situations

requiring personalized advice from the manufacturer, we do still

have specific requirements for ultrasound transducers and related

equipment.

If the manufacturer requires a specific product, The Joint

Commission surveyor will look for that product at a health care

organization or expect the organization to have contacted and

resolved any issue related to compatibility of products used. If the

manufacturer requires a certain time or temperature for

reprocessing,
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