
Examples of International Clinical Practice Guidelines 
That Include CLABSI Prevention Strategies

Guideline Title Developer/Website Background
Applicable

Settings

Country/Region: Australia

Australian

Guidelines for

the Prevention

and Control of

Infection in

Healthcare

Year published:

2010

Australian government’s

National Health and

Medical Research Coun-

cil (NHMRC)

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au

The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health

Care (ACSQHC) requested NHRMC develop the guidelines. In

addition to providing information regarding hand hygiene, stan-

dard and transmission-based precautionsj
T*
oiptic techn-

accessC deicnes.0Thshe guidelinegupdate an20404 publcmatio.s



Examples of International Clinical Practice Guidelines (Continued)

Guideline Title Developer/Website Background
Applicable 
Settings

Country/Region: Europe (continued)

experts (including repre-

sentatives of the World

Health Organization) on

evidence-based 

practices.

http://www.ecdc.

europa.eu/en/Pages

/home.aspx

those priority HAIs, which included surgical site infections, 

ventilator-associated pneumonia, and catheter-related blood-

stream infections. An executive summary of the February

2010 meeting is available at http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en

/publications/Publications/1006_MER_HAI_final_meeting.pdf.

Information about the European Member States is available at

http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/index_en.htm.

Of interest, researchers in Europe are attempting to identify

practices that have been adopted by European hospitals to pre-

vent HAIs and to determine if those practices are effective. Led

by Professor Didier Pittet from the University of Geneva Hospi-

tals in Geneva, Switzerland, the Prevention of Hospital Infec-

tions by Intervention and Training (PROHIBIT) project will

synthesize all information gathered to develop recommenda-

tions for policy makers, managers, and medical professionals.

The 48-month-long project began in January 2010. The ECDC

has established communication with the PROHIBIT project

leaders with an expectation that their findings will help inform

the ECDC guidelines. More information about the PROHIBIT

project is available at http://ec.europa.eu/research/health/public-

health/clinical-outcome-into-practice/projects/prohibit_en.html.

expansion to

other health

care settings.

Ultimately the

goal is to have

guidelines that

are applicable

across the con-

tinuum of care.

Country/Region: United States

Guidelines for

the Prevention

of Intravascular

Catheter–

Related Infec-

tions, 2011

Year published:

2011

The Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention

(CDC) and the Health-

care Infection Control

Practices Advisory Com-

mittee (HICPAC)

http://www.cdc.gov

Replacing the CDC guideline published in 2002, the new edi-

tion was developed by a working group led by the Society of

Critical Care Medicine (SCCM), in collaboration with the Infec-

tious Diseases Society of America (IDSA), Society for Health-

care Epidemiology of America (SHEA), Surgical Infection

Society (S11

SHEAalth



Examples of International Clinical Practice Guidelines (Continued)

Guideline Title Developer/Website Background
Applicable 
Settings

Country/Region: United States (continued)

prevent infection; and (5) using antiseptic/antibiotic-

impregnated short-term central venous catheters and 

chlorhexidine-impregnated sponge dressings if the rate of in-

fection is not decreasing despite adherence to other strategies

(education and training, maximal sterile barrier precautions,

and > 0.5% chlorhexidine preparations with alcohol for skin an-

tisepsis). These guidelines also emphasize performance im-

provement by implementing bundled strategies, and

documenting and reporting rates of compliance with all compo-

nents of the bundle as benchmarks for quality assurance and

performance improvement. The guidelines are available at

http://www.cdc.gov/hicpac/BSI/BSI-guidelines-2011.html.

© The Joint Commission. May be adapted for internal use. Suggested citation: The Joint Commission. Preventing Central Line–Associated Bloodstream Infections: Useful 
Tools, An International Perspective. Nov 20, 2013. Accessed [user please fill in access date]. http://www.jointcommission.org/CLABSIToolkit




